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CHRIS MCGRATH Getty Images 


PRESIDENT TRUMP, with Russian President Vladimir Putin at his side in Helsinki, Finland, challenged 
the conclusions of his own intelligence agencies that Moscow interfered in the 2016 presidential election. 


In car chases, officers 
trailed by liability issues 


Have they earned their immunity? Top state court will rule 


By MAURA DOLAN 
AND JAMES QUEALLY 


Three years ago, a Gardena police car 


25% 


Police chases in California 
that lead to collisions. 


chased a pickup truck being driven by 


someone who officers suspected had just 
stolen two cellphones at gunpoint. 

It was nearly 11:30 p.m. ona Sunday, and 
there was little traffic in the industrial 


neighborhood. 


Just over a minute after the pursuit be- 


gan, a police officer driving nearly 50 mph 
rammed the truck in an attempted PIT 
maneuver, a pursuit tactic intended to 
force a fleeing car to turn sideways and 
stop. The maneuver is considered poten- 
tially lethal at speeds of more than 35 mph. 


Tree die-off adds 


to danger amid 
fire near Yosemite 


By JOSEPH SERNA AND 
ALENE TCHEKMEDYIAN 


The Ferguson fire burn- 
ing through Mariposa 
County has already charred 
nearly 10,000 acres and killed 
a firefighter working the 
front lines. 

But its true destructive- 
ness might lie ahead as it 
burns a path through a 
tinderbox already primed 
for disaster. 

On either side of the Mer- 
ced River, hillsides are filled 
with trees that have been 
killed by five years of 
drought and a bark beetle in- 
festation, according to state 
maps. The ground is car- 
peted with bone-dry pine 


needles, which are highly 
combustible. These condi- 
tions, combined with dry, 
hot weather, have officials 
fearful that the fire could 
grow far worse as it burns 
near Yosemite National 
Park. 

Fire “moves very fast 
through dead needles, and 
dead trees produce a lot of 
dead needles,” said Mike 
Beasley, a fire behavior ana- 
lyst for the U.S. Forest Serv- 
ice. “The dead pine needles, 
no matter where they end 
up, whether they’re still in 
the tree or draped in some 
old, decadent brush, or lay- 
ing on the ground, they con- 
tribute significantly to rapid 
rates of spread.” 

[See Wildfire, A9] 


CARRIE ANDERSON Associated Press 


THE FERGUSON fire in Mariposa County burns 
Sunday. Officials fear the blaze could grow far worse. 
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Deaths caused by police 
chases in 2016. 
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Average daily number 
of police chases 
in California. 


Mark Gamar, 19, a passenger in the 
truck, was killed, and his mother, Irma Ra- 


mirez, sued the Gardena Police Depart- 


ment. 


The California Supreme Court willsoon 


decide whether the lawsuit can go forward 


for its officers. 


or whether the Gardena Police Depart- 
ment has immunity because it has a pur- 
suit policy and provides regular training 


The case is being closely watched by law 


enforcement and safety advocates. If the 


By DAKOTA SMITH 


Several dozen homeless 
people selected by outreach 
workers will move into a 
cluster of new trailers near 
downtown’s historic El 
Pueblo next month, the first 
step toward getting them 
into permanent housing. 

For Mayor Eric Garcetti, 
the move-ins also mark a 
first step. 

Garcetti has committed 
at least $20 million for more 
trailers, tents and other 
temporary shelters across 
the city. He’s rolling out the 
shelter program as he posi- 
tions himself as a leader in 
the national Democratic 
Party, bringing more atten- 
tion to his handling of the 
city’s homelessness crisis. 

Success at the downtown 
site could tamp down the 


court rules for Ramirez, people hurt and 
families of those killed during police pur- 
suits will be more likely to win compensa- 
tion from cities and counties. 

Police chases in California regularly 


[See Pursuits, A8] 


ANALYSIS 


‘Launts, 


eles Cimes 


latimes.com 


blame 


but no clear 
foreign policy 


Experts sift through 
the wreckage of the 
president’s European 
tour for signs of a 
coherent strategy. 


By TRACY WILKINSON 


WASHINGTON — Crit- 
ics already are calling it the 
“blame America first” tour. 

That was perhaps inevi- 
table after President Trump 
blamed American “foolish- 
ness and stupidity” on Mon- 
day for the nosedive in U.S. 
relations with Moscow, not 
Russias aggression in 
Ukraine, Syria and in the 
2016 presidential election. 

Later, after an unprece- 
dented two-hour private 
meeting with Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin, Trump 
said he didn’t see “any 
reason why” Russia would 
meddle in America’s elector- 
al politics, citing Putin’s 
“strong and powerful” deni- 
als, astunning rebuke to U.S. 
intelligence and law enforce- 
ment agencies. 

That followed six days of 
jaw-dropping presidential 
taunts aimed at interna- 
tional institutions and alli- 
ances that have formed the 
backbone of U.S. foreign pol- 
icy and national security for 
decades, unnerving tradi- 
tional partners in the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion, the European Union 
and allied capitals around 
the globe. 

The reaction was even 
more severe in Washington, 
where Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell 
and House Speaker Paul D. 
Ryan led a storm of bi- 
partisan complaints that 
Trump’s budding “bro- 
mance” with Putin had 
seemingly blinded him to 


Photographs by FRANCINE ORR Los Angeles Times 
THE SHELTER near El Pueblo was supposed to open in June, but it became more 
expensive when officials decided it needed a deck connecting all the trailers. 


Homeless shelter is almost 
ready after costly surprises 


El Pueblo trailers are a test for Garcetti, citywide plan 


BENITO MORENO, 59, 
waits for a meal outside a 
church near the shelter. 


type of neighborhood oppo- 
sition seen in Koreatown 
and Venice over proposed 
homeless shelters. 

At the same time, unex- 
pected costs and obstacles 
have held up completion of 
the El Pueblo site. As addi- 
tional shelters begin con- 
struction, more surprises 
are expected. 

“There’s extreme benefit 


for the mayor if this works,” 
said Stuart Waldman, presi- 
dent ofthe Valley Industry & 
Commerce Assn. At the 
same time, Waldman said, 
“you can’t put the same 
thing in every community 
because you don’t know 
what’s going to fit.” 

Garcetti’s shelter pro- 
gram comes amid growing 
national attention to the 
tents and squalor on L.A.’s 
sidewalks, alleys and free- 
way underpasses. For the 
first shelters, the city is look- 
ing to use one of two models 
— either trailers or a tent — 
for relief for homeless peo- 
ple. 

“This is a new thing en- 
tirely,” said Matt Szabo, 
Garcetti’s deputy chief of 
staff. “This isn’t a standard 
shelter. Were creating 
spaces designed to be as safe 

[See Shelters, A8] 


Russia’s malign behavior. 
Even Trump’s director of 
national intelligence, Dan 
Coats, challenged the presi- 
dent for dismissing the con- 
clusions of the U.S. intelli- 
gence community, both 
House and Senate intelli- 
gence committees, and two 
federal indictments that 
Putin’s government deliber- 
ately sought to disrupt 
America’s last presidential 
race with hundreds of cyber- 
attacks, phony social media 
[See Analysis, A5] 


TRUMP 
ACCEPTS 
RUSSIAN 
ELECTION 
DENIALS 


He slams collusion 
investigation after 
meeting with Putin. 


By ELI STOKOLS 
AND SABRA AYRES 


HELSINKI, Finland — 
President Trump slammed 
the special counsel’s investi- 
gation into his campaign’s 
possible election collusion 
with Russia and, with Rus- 
sian President Vladimir 
Putin alongside him at a 
stunning news conference 
Monday, seemed to accept 
Putin’s denials of wrong- 
doing over the unanimous 
conclusions of U.S. intelli- 
gence officials. 

The president also 
blamed the United States 
for relations with Moscow 
that he said had “never been 
worse.” He added, “Howev- 
er, that changed as of about 
four hours ago” — when he 
and Putin began meeting 
here at Finland’s presi- 
dential palace. 

When Trump was asked 
by a U.S. reporter whether 
he believed Putin or his own 
intelligence officials, who 
unanimously say Russia did 
intervene for Trump, he 
replied by criticizing the FBI 
for not doing enough to in- 
vestigate Democrats. 

“My people came to me,” 
Trump said, speaking of in- 
telligence officials including 
his director of national intel- 
ligence, Dan Coats, and 
“they said they think it’s 
Russia. I have President 
Putin. He just said it’s not 
Russia. I will say this, I don’t 
see any reason why it would 
be?" 

[See Helsinki, A4] 


Democrat in 
dead heat with 
Rohrabacher 


A new poll shows 
Harley Rouda, who 
barely squeaked 
through the June 
primary, tied with 
Republican Dana 
Rohrabacher, who has 
been in Congress since 
1988. CALIFORNIA, B1 


Musk’s behavior 
is questioned 


While Tesla struggles 
with production woes, 
its CHO has tangled 
very publicly with 
regulators, stock 
analysts, journalists 
and a rescue diver in 
Thailand. BUSINESS, C1 


Weather 
Partly cloudy. 
L.A. Basin: 85/69. B6 
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